


Investing for the Future
I N S T R U C T O R ’ S  G U I D E

A Native community is more than the sum of its parts. It embodies the mystique

of community, the circle of inclusion. Within each member it generates powerful

feelings of cultural solidarity. That precious spirit cannot survive without the

underpinnings of economic development. But the development must be for

everyone—not for just a few. That is the Native understanding.

This Investor Education workbook is for Native communities. It is part of the

Building Native Communities series published by First Nations Development

Institute with support from the FINRA Investor Education Foundation.

The purpose of this Instructor’s Guide is to:

Provide a resource for teaching investor education in Native communities. We

hope that this will enable community members to realize their traditional values

by learning financial skills that will help each person make informed financial

decisions for themselves, their family, and their community. 

Building 
Native Communities

Building 
Native Communities

FNDI
First Nations Development Institute is a nonprofit organization
that helps Native communities build sound, sustainable
economies. First Nations helps community members to identify
assets and build models to create and retain wealth in ways 
that reflect the culture and desires of the people in those
communities. The strategy coordinates local grassroots projects
with national program and policy development initiatives to
build capacity for self-reliant communities. For more
information, visit www.firstnations.org.

FINRA Investor Education Foundation 
The FINRA Investor Education Foundation, formerly known as
the NASD Investor Education Foundation, supports innovative
research and educational projects that give investors the tools
and information they need to better understand the markets
and the basic principles of saving and investing. For details
about grant programs and other new initiatives of the
Foundation, visit www.finrafoundation.org

      





















































1. Paula White, Chippewa
2. Mary Bighorse, Osage
3. Ina McNeil, Hunkpapa Lakota
4. Margaret Wood, Navajo/Seminole
5. Anastasia Cooke Hoffman, Yup’ik
6. Gussie Bento, Native Hawaiian
7. Judy Toppings, Ojibwe
8. Share Bonaparte, Akwesasne Mohawk
9. Lula Red Cloud, Oglala Lakota
10. Conrad House, Dinéh/Oneida

11. Nancy Naranjo, Eastern Cherokee
12. Harriet Soong, Hawaiian
13. Shirley Grady, Mandan/Hidatsa/Sioux/Crow
14. J. Carole Stewart, Creek
15. Alice Olsen Williams, Anishinaabe
16. Rita Corbiere, Ojibwe
17. Marlene Sekaquatewa, Hopi
18. Ollie Napesni, Lakota Sioux
19. Virginia Osceola, Seminole
20. Bernyce (B.K.) Courtney, Wasco/Tlingit

The Commemorative Quilt of the National Museum of

the American Indian, 1997. This commemorative quilt

was made by 20 Native artists in honor of the exhibit,

“To Honor and Comfort: Native Quilting Traditions.”

The purchase of the quilt by the National Museum of

the American Indian was made possible by a major

grant from the Metropolitan Life Foundation. Native

quilters from North America and Hawaii were asked to

submit a block of their own design to this unique quilt.

Ina McNeil (Hunkpapa Lakota) and Margot Cohen

assembled and quilted the blocks. 

Each row is numbered from left to right starting with the top left corner.
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